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U.S. envoy
seeks visas
for Iraqi

employees

Many fear they will be subject to retaliation
for having worked with Americans once
U.S. forces withdraw.

BY SPENCER S. HSU
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The American ambassador in
Baghdad, Ryan Crocker, has asked the Bush adminis-
tration to take the unusual step of granting immigrant
visas to all Iraqis employed by the U.S. government in
Iraq because of growing concern that they will quit
and flee the country if they cannot be assured eventual
safe passage to the United States.

Crocker’s request comes as the administration is
struggling to respond to the flood of Iragis who have
sought refuge in neighboring countries since sectar-
ian fighting escalated early last year. The United
States has admitted only 133 Iraqi refugees since Oc-
tober, despite predicting that it would process 7,000
by the end of September.

“Our [Iraqi staff members] work under extremely
difficult conditions, and are targets for violence in-
cluding murder and kidnapping,” Crocker wrote
Undersecretary of State Henrietta Fore. “Unless
they know that there is some hope of an [immigrant
visa] in the future, many will continue to seek asy-
lum, leaving our Mission lacking in one of our most
valuable assets.”
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Above, from left, Mark Sand, Mark
Lefevre and his brother Gerard labor
to prepare a balloon to participate in
yesterday’s South County Hot Air
Balloon Festival at URI’s athletic fields
in South Kingstown. But strong winds
prevented many of the lighter-than-air
crafts from going aloft. At left, a few,
like Renee Johnson, of Coventry,
foreground, and Kiara Proulx, of
Warwick, still got a chance to
experience the thrill of flight, albeit
with their balloon safely tethered to
the ground.
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Clinton holds
lead in poll
over Obama

Democrats say she offers the best chance
of the party retaking the White House in
the 2008 presidential election.

Up, up
and away

— almost

BY DAN BALZ and JON COHEN
THE WASHINGTON POST
WASHINGTON — By a wide margin, Democrats
view Sen. Hillary Clinton of New York as the party’s
candidate best positioned to win the general election,
and she holds a double-digit lead over Sen. Barack

Owners of dangerous dogs feeling law’s bite

More than 25 states hold owners liable for injuries and deaths
caused by out-of-control animals.

BY IAN URBINA
THE NEW YORK TIMES

RICHMOND, Va.—Bearisagold-
enretriever-shepherd who attacked a
bicyclist. Dee Dee, a pit bull mix,
killed a cat. Cody, a Labrador mix, bit
the neighbor.

Their mug shots, misdeeds and
home addresses went online this

month at the Virginia Dangerous Dog
Registry, a new Web page modeled
after the state’s sex offender registry.
It lets residents locate dogs in their
county that have attacked a person or
an animal, and that a judge has decid-
ed could cause injury again.

Created after dogs killed a toddler
and an 82-year-old woman in sepa-

rate incidents in the last two years,
Virginia’s registry is part of a growing
effort by states to deal with dogs
deemed dangerous. More than 25
states hold owners legally liable if
their dogs maim or Kill, and in 2006,
Ohio became the first state to enact a
breed ban, though it was later over-
turned.

In the last two years, nearly 100
municipalities have taken similar
steps — banning pit bulls, Rottweil-

ers, English bull terriers and Ameri-
can Staffordshire terriers, or passing
regulations that require owners to
use muzzles or short leashes in pub-
lic, according to the American Kennel
Club.

In June, Texas responded to a No-
vember 2005 mauling death of a 76-
year-old woman by enacting some of
the harshest criminal penalties for
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Obama of Illinois in the race for the nomination, ac-
cording to a new Washington Post-ABC News Poll.
How competitive the Democratic contest becomes
could turn on the question of whether voters are sig-
nificantly more interested in a fresh face or in a candi-
date they see as projecting strong leadership.
Clinton enjoys a substantial edge over Obama
among the 4 in 10 Democrats who said that in assess-
ing presidential candidates, strength and experience
are more important than new ideas or a new direction.
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Brown med students

Raptors find themselves in their element in urban areas
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