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Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama, D-lIl., is greeted by supporters in Las Vegas yesterday. A change in Rhode
Island’s presidential primary election date could mean local voters would be seeing a lot more of him and other candidates.

A bigger role for R.1.7

Rhode Island and other states are considering moving their
primaries ahead so they become players in the choice of the

presidential candidates.

BY SCOTT MACKAY

JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

PROVIDENCE — If political
leaders succeed in moving up
Rhode Island’s presidential pri-
mary, currently set for March
2008, the state will become a play-
er in what may be the most un-
settled, unpredictable, longest and
costliest presidential campaign in
American history.

With more than 650 days left
before the November 2008 election,
several states that normally hold
late primaries are trying to get in on
the early action of choosing the
Democratic and Republican nomi-

nees. What once was a fairly simple
process is about to become a chaot-
ic campaign that will dominate
media coverage even as President
Bush and a Democratic-controlled
Congress try to govern for two
more years.

No one in either party knows yet
what the nominating calendar of
primaries and caucuses will look
like. At this point, four states ap-
pear to have locked up the early
dates for primaries and caucuses
on the Democratic side — Iowa
(Jan. 14), Nevada (Jan. 19), New
Hampshire (Jan. 22) and South
Carolina (Jan. 29).

BY MARC SANTORA
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Two days
after Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma-
liki called the opening steps of a
security crackdown here a “daz-
zling success,” two car bombs
tore through a crowded market
and Killed at least 60 people yes-
terday.

The attack occurred only min-
utes after American soldiers
passed through the area on patrol,
underscoring the difficult nature
of trying to quell violence on
Baghdad’s streets, where car
bombs have been an almost daily
occurrence and suicide attacks di-
rected at civilians are so common
that many of the markets have
been closed to vehicle trafficin re-
cent days.

The blasts yesterday occurred
in the mostly Shiite neighborhood
of New Baghdad, devastating an
open-air market, setting dozens
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Republicans so far have settled
on only the Iowa and New Hamp-
shire dates and a Feb.2 primary in
South Carolina. But many states are
toying with or thinking seriously

Outpatients and their
families at Walter Reed

Bombers defy
latest effort
to secure lrag

An attack that Kills at least 60 occurs shortly after a
U.S. patrol had passed through the area.

of cars ablaze and causing the
partial collapse of a two-story
building that housed several elec-
tronics stores.

The street was littered with
charred televisions, satellite dis-
hes and small generators. Shat-
tered blue tiles, glass and blood
were trampled together as the
survivors tried to rush the more
than 131 people wounded in the
attack to the hospital. They wrap-
ped the dead in rugs and blankets
and whatever else they could find.

The explosions occurred with-
in seconds of each other, accord-
ing to witnesses, and were prob-
ably detonated in cars already
parked in the area, Iraqi officials
said.

Abdul Hussein Ameer, 41, said
he ran when he heard the first
blast shortly after 3 p.m.; he said
he was so familiar with the pat-

see IRAQ, A5

Wounded troops
feel forgotten at
military hospital

about moving their primaries ahead
to become players in the choice of
the presidential candidates, in effect
creating a national primary on Feb.
5, ensuring an early end to the
selection process and a long and
bitter eight-month general-election
campaign.

Among the states moving to hold
their elections earlier are California,
New Jersey, Florida and New York
— all populous states with many
delegates — which would further
roil the election system.

Rhode Island’s General Assembly

SEE PRIMARY, A4

Harlequin has
found a hero
with NASCAR

BY CHARLES MCGRATH
THE NEW YORK TIMES

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — After a
year of courtship, Harlequin, the lead-

ing publisher of romance novels, has

entered into not a marriage, exactly,

but what a Harlequin heroine would

call a meaningful

Kevin Harvick
edges Mark
Martin to win the

Super Bowl of ~ ation. '

NASCAR, the Last year, with

Daytona 500. NASCAR’s approv-
Sports Bl al, Harlequin En-

relationship with
NASCAR, the stock-
car racing associ-

terprises published

three NASCAR-theme books, including

one in which the heroine, an ex-Kin-
dergarten teacher, falls in love with a
NASCAR driver after first being run

over by him and then piloting his enor-

Tammy Belanger, of Central Falls, whose cousin, Dina DeMaio, was killed four years
ago in the Station nightclub fire, is among those attending a memorial service at the

Army Medical Center are
often left to fend for
themselves.

BY DANA PRIEST

AND ANNE HULL

THE WASHINGTON POST
WASHINGTON — Behind the
door of Army Specialist Jeremy
Duncan’s room, part of the wall
is torn and hangs in the air,
weighted down with black mold.
When the wounded combat en-
gineer stands in his shower and
looks up, he can see the bathtub
on the floor above through a rot-
ted hole. The entire building,
constructed between the world
wars, often smells like greasy
carry-out. Signs of neglect are
everywhere: mouse droppings,

SEE CARE, A5

Monologues still out,
but dialogue’s in at PC

The Rev. Brian J. Shanley, college president, says he
now understands why Eve Ensler’s controversial play
means so much to some people.

WASHINGTON POST / MICHEL DU CILLE

“It’s a nonstop process of
stalling,” says Marine Sgt.
Ryan Groves, who has been
at Walter Reed for 16 months.

freedom, the Catholic
Church’s teachings on female
sexuality and how those is-

BY JENNIFER D. JORDAN
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

PROVIDENCE — One of the
thickest files in the office of the
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, president
of Providence College, contains
articles and letters about — and
different versions of — a popular,
controversial play he banned
from the college last year.

The folder is a half-foot thick.

Father Shanley’s decision
last year to prohibit the pro-
duction of The Vagina Mono-
logues six months into his
presidency prompted a debate
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sues mesh with the mission of
the Dominican liberal-arts
college.

This past fall, students orga-
nizing the provocative, some-
times shocking play about fe-
male sexuality and sexual
abuse asked the college presi-
dent to reconsider. Their re-
quest included a petition
signed by 1,200 students, par-
ents, faculty and alumni.

Father Shanley held to his de-
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